
  

December 2009 

  Thimble Thoughts  

   Oakland County Quilt Guild  

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENTé 

 
Hello Ladies, 
  
I'm sure I speak on behalf of all of the guild members when I thank Ruth McCormick 
and anyone else who had a hand in bringing Susan Garman to our last general meet-
ing, hostessing her and serving as a transportation service for her and all of her sup-
plies!  The presentation at the general meeting was great, and the workshops were 
wonderful.  Susan shared some great tips, and her assurances caused me to re-think 
paper piecing and some aspects of appliqué.  If you didn't have the opportunity to par-
ticipate, and didn't see her "stab method" for hand quilting you might want to ask one 
of the participants to describe it for you!   
  
Ladies, please remember that our next meeting is our December potluck.  All of us 
have been asked to bring in items for the food pantry, even if we bring a dish to 
pass.  (Please see the "charity" article for details.)  I am sure that we can all appreci-
ate the growing need for assistance in our community.  I encourage you to be as gen-
erous as you can be. 
  
One last note:  As we enter this holiday season, I wish you many hours of peace and 
"silent nights," and the love of family and friends, as this is, in my opinion, the "most 
wonderful time of the year." (Well, except for Easter, but I am a bit partial)  Happy 
Holidays.  
  

Peggy Casing  

 

www.oaklandcountyquiltguild.com 

Happy Birthday to our Guild Members with December Birthdays!  

Dec. 8  Judy McCatty Dec. 24 Nancy Isken 
Dec. 13 Liz Shelbo  Dec. 26 Rita Zaziski 
Dec. 18 Marlee Smearing Dec. 26 Sue Lavender 
Dec. 21 Lynn Czar  Dec. 26 Karen Engler 
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January Lecture & Workshops with Anita Shackelford  
www.anitashackelford.com/index.html 

 

Finishing Antique Tops:  To Quilt or Not to  Quilt?  
Lecture Thursday January 7, 2010 Oakland County Quilt Guild 

 
How many thousands of antique  tops are out there, waiting to be finished?  And how 
many more are we adding to that pile every day?  Should we try to catch up on the 
backlog from previous quilt makers or just try to keep up with our own?  Hear the pros 
and cons of quilting old tops and see many finished examples.  Enjoy stories as Anita 
shares some of her quilt rescues and redesigns.  Power point presentation and trunk 
show. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Workshop Friday January 8 ï Cutwork Appliqué Designs  
Discover how you can use this "fold and cut" technique to create your own original de-
signs for appliqué. Learn to cut nearly a dozen different types of patterns and begin to 
stitch a block using the needle-turn appliqué technique.   Full day / Intermediate level 
 
Workshop Saturday January 9 ï Cherry Wreath  
This adaptation of a traditional cherry wreath includes corded stem, padded fruit, a 
ruched butterfly, stem stitch and chain stitch embroidery.  Full day / Intermediate level 
-    -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 
_____ Friday, January 8, 2010 ï Cutwork Appliqué Designs  Cost: $35.00 

Location: Oxford Public Library   10:00 am ï 4:00 pm 
 
_____ Saturday, January 9, 2010 ï Cherry Wreath Workshop  Cost: $35.00 
 Location: Oxford Public Library   10:00 am ï 4:00 pm 
 
Checks payable to OCQG ï Send to Ruth McCormick, 572 Rolling Green Cir N, 
Rochester Hills, MI 48309     248.375.1882      Supply lists will be sent via email. 
 
NAME ____________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS  ________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY ZIP __________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE ___________________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL ____________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.anitashackelford.com/index.html
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 ARE WE THANKFUL OR WHAT??  
December Quilt Show Update  
by Gail Bufalini and Rita Zaziski 

 

Thanksgiving is right around the corner as of this writing and will be a memory when 
you read this article.  I cannot help but reminisce about where we were just a year ago 
in terms of the 2010 Quilt Celebration.  Nobody even wanted to volunteer to chair the 
show.  We werenôt sure you wanted a show. This past year it came together.  That is 
what I am truly thankful for.  The guild has generously donated their time and talents 
to fill the many jobs of committee chairs.  We have planned and completed a stunning 
raffle quilt.  The quilt has been shown at the Arts & Apples Festival, the Pumpkin Fest, 
Quilted Comforts, and Christinaôs Quilt Shop. It is currently on display at the Village 
Quilt Shop.  At each of these locations, many tickets have been sold.  The raffle quilt 
is scheduled to be at quilt shops right up to show time!  Thank you to the many volun-
teers who made these events possible.   
 
Raffle tickets continue to be sold.  Think about buying some tickets for stocking stuff-
ers.  Just think what a thrill it would be provide a dear friend or relative with a winning 
ticket.  Marilyn Calo would be delighted to supply you with more tickets. 
 
You ladies generously came forward at the last meeting and nearly half of the guild 
donated $2 to have their name on the back of the show catalogue.  Hopefully we will 
have 100% participation by printing time.  Thank you. 
 
Ads for the show catalogue are coming in.  Donôt miss this cost-effective opportunity 
to advertise your business.  Your business does not have to be quilt related. Applica-
tions are available through Gail Bufalini or Rita Zaziski. 
 
We hope that you are working away on quilts that you will display.  As this is a judged 
show, please consider having some of your work judged.  Having a quilt judged is an 
opportunity for sew-improvement as well as a pat on the back by an unbiased profes-
sional for a job well done.  Sometimes we work so intensely on our quilts that we donôt 
give ourselves the credit that we should.  We often donôt see the quilt for the stitches.   
Arenôt we women notorious for avoiding recognition?  Our guild is about our quilts. 
Letôs show each other what we have been doing since the last show! 
 
Our next step is for all members to sign up to help on the committees you would like 
to work on.  The more involved you areðthe more fun you will have.  Being involved 
in the quilt show is an important part of being a member of the Oakland County Quilt 
Guild.  Letôs see 100% participation.  Sign-up sheets are available at each meeting at 
a table supervised by Ellie Fitzpatrick and Kris Bolhuis. 
 
Thank you.  Thank you.  Thank you to all who have made the past year such a good 
one!  God bless you.  Merry Christmas & Happy New Year. 
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Looking for a Mini Group?  

 Chicks 4 Charity  
 
If you'd like to be part of a small group and do some charity sewing, Chicks for Charity 
is for you.  To become involved please call Sharleen Jespersen, 248-652-7073. 
 

UGLY FABRIC SWAP  
Viewerõs Choice To Be Determined on December 3 

 

In September many members participated in the Ugly Fabric Swap.  I hope that you 
had fun and have thought of ways to use your fabric in a block or quilt! 
 
Note to ALL members :  Bring 3 pennies or 3 buttons for Viewerôs Choice Voting 
(see below) 
 
December Meeting Viewerôs Choice Contest: 
This activity is optional and just for some added fun! 

From your swapped ugly fabric, make one block (or an entire quilt top) with a 
recognizable amount of the ugly fabric. The block/quilt may be unfinished or 
finished ï your choice! 
Bring your creation to the December meeting for a Viewerôs Choice activity.   
Place your block/quilt AND a piece of your ugly fabric on the display table next 
to a paper cup (see voting explanation below). 
A prize will be awarded to the top 3 blocks/quilts with the most ñvotesò. Prizes 
will be bundles of fabric. 
The winning blocks/quilts will be announced and the quilter will come to the 
front for recognition. 

 
Viewerôs Choice Voting: 
Do not display your name next to or on your block/quilt.  Members in attendance at 
the meeting may vote by placing one penny or one button in the cup next to their fa-
vorite items.  Participants may also vote.  Limit:  3 votes 
 
Program Chair:    Ruth McCormick  248.375.1882     ruthmccormick@wowway.com 
 

QUILT AWAY  
by Kerren Heilman 

 

I am still looking for places to have our Quilt Away .  I hope to have it narrowed down 
by the end of November.  If anyone has any suggestions, please feel free to contact 
me at kheilman@tbsddp.com. 

mailto:ruthmccormick@wowway.com
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CHARITY NEWS  
Marlee Smearing, Sharleen Jesperson, Lesa Reynolds and Maggie Schwartz 

 
A HUGE Thank You to those who so generously donated their time and talents for our 
charity projects.  This month we received 9 completed preemie quilts, 2 veteran quilts, 
completed, 2 baby quilt completed and two more that need bindings completed.  Ruth 
turned in a quilted twin that now needs binding as well as a large lap quilt.  We also 
received 3 large lap quilt tops. 
 
Sharleen took 11 lap quilts and 10 filled hygiene kits to the veterans.  Marlee delivered 
35 preemie quilts to Tiny Miracles and 10 baby quilt to Crossroads. 
 

Please remember those less fortunate than ourselves at the December meeting for 
food for the food pantry.  Their needs are as follows: 
 
PEANUT BUTTER    Pears    Spaghetti sauce 
Jelly     Canned Pasta  Rice 
APPLESAUCE    Hamburger Helper  Oatmeal 
APPLE JUICE    Toothbrush   Personal Hygeine Items 
Peaches    Toothpaste 
Manwhich or canned chili  Shaving Cream 
 

CAPITALIZED  items are needed most. 

Hygiene Kits for Veterans  
  
All of your donated items are put together as kits for individual Veterans.  Currently 
our highest need is for body lotion, deodorant and some sort of lip balm .  Thank 
you so much for you continued generosity. 
  
Sharleen Jespersen for the Charity Committee 
 
 

Retired Marine, Bob Williams, 
picked up some of our quilts to 
take to the Veterans.  We were 
able to give him 11 quilts and 
10 filled hygiene kits.  Thank 
you for continuing to help with 
projects like these. 
                                  SJ 
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Mark your Calendars...  
 

 Jan. 7  Anita Shackelford Lecture and Trunkshow 
 Jan. 8  Anitaôs Workshop: Cutwork Applique Designs 
 Jan. 9  Anitaôs Workshop: Cherry Wreath 
 March 4 ñSpring Cleaningò - Membersô Garage Sale 
 April 1-3 Beth Wheeler & Lois Marquette Lecture and Workshops  
 April 9 & 10 Quilt Show 

FAT QUARTER DRAWING  
by Debi Oman 

 

December  - there will be no fat quarter drawing. 
 
In January there will be a fat quarter drawing of wintery light  blues and whites . You 
do not have to buy a fat quarter, look in your stash and see if there is something ap-
propriate for the January drawing. For each fat quarter you add to the drawing, you 
may place your name in the drawing. For example, if you bring one fat quarter, you 
have one chance to win the drawing. If you bring in four fat quarters, you may enter 
your name in the drawing four times! 
 
Think winter and bright snowy days! 

AND NOW A WORD FROM OUR  

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, Connie Wincek  
 
Would you like a card sent to a Guild Member from the Guild for ILLNESS, GRIEF, 
MARRIAGE, NEW BIRTH, RECOVERY, RETIREMENT, LONELINESS, ETC.?  If so, 
please contact me from the information below.  Also, include whether you want your 
name mentioned in the card, and whether the card recipient would want the whole 
Guild to be informed.  Or, if you prefer, there will be a basket at each Guild meeting 
with a form to fill for a card to be sent.  Please complete the form and leave it in the 
basket. The basket will be on the Board's head table whenever possible.  A card will 
be sent shortly thereafter whichever method of contacting me you choose. 
 
Connie Wincek 
248-652-2217 
ckwincek@netscape.net 

mailto:ckwincek@netscape.net
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LIBRARY NEWS  
by Linda McCabe 

 
Thanks to everyone who stopped by the Library table during the last meeting and who 
are signing out our great books.  There's still time to be inspired and make a quilt or 
wall hanging for the Show!!!  Our books really do have something for just about every-
one.  And again, many thanks to those of you who are bringing in your older books 
and magazine.  They are so necessary since outside donations have been slim this 
past year and we do want to have a nice selection of quilting books, especially for be-
ginners, to sell at the Show.  Also, there will be no Library at the December meeting 
due to lack of space, so you may keep the books you already have checked out for an 
additional month or find Mary Asmus or myself at the December meeting and hand 
deliver your books back to us.  See you at the Pot Luck!!! 

2009-2010 Quilt Challenge  

òEverything but the Kitchen Sinkó 

 
Make a table runner or table topper using the ñEverything but the Kitchen Sinkò theme. 
 
Rules:  Must be made by one person who is a current OCQG member. 

  Must be a completed quilted item. 
  Must include at least one identifiable Broken Dishes  block, any  
 size is acceptable.  
  One length plus one width must be less than 100 inches. 
  Any project over 24ò wide must have a 4ò sleeve on the back. 

 
The Challenge will be shown at the June 2010 meeting.  Have 
fun with the theme and make something that will show your per-
sonal style. 
 
  Use your imagination! 
 

Lesa Reynolds and Rita Morrow 
                                                      



8 

 

Blockery by Bet Brinkerhoff  
(248-693-4770) 

 

 
 

Churn Dash Block  
 Finished size  12ò 
 Unfinished size   12 1/2ò 
 
Use any blue with white 
 
From White  fabric cut: 
One 4 İò square (center of block) 
4 2 İ x 4 İò rectangles 
2 5 ıò squares * 
 
From Blue  fabric, cut: 
4 2 İò x 4 İò rectangles 
2  5 ıò squares * 
 
** NOTE:  If you wish to make the corner units in the traditional method, cut squares     
4 7/8ò  and cut each square once diagonally.  Sew triangles together to form corners. 
 
Make the CORNER UNITS by making ñtriangle squaresò: 
Take one white 5 ıò square and mark a diagonal line on the back.  Pair up with a blue 
square (right sides together) and sew a scant ıò seam on either side of the marked 
line.  Press.  Cut apart on the drawn line.  Press the triangles open, toward the blue.  
Repeat with the other 5 ıò white square and the other blue square.  These units 
were purposely made too large.  Using a square ruler, now square them up to 4 
İò by putting the 45 degree line of your ruler on the seam and then trimming to 
a 4 1/2ò square.  You will have 4 PERFECT corner units. 
 
BARS :  sew one white rectangle to one blue rectangle.  Repeat for all rectangles.  
Press toward the blue. 
 
Sew these units together in a 9 patch fashion.  Row 1:  Keeping the blues to the 
ñinsideò of the block, sew one triangle square to a bar unit to another triangle square 
unit.  Row 2:  sew one bar unit to the center square to another bar unit.  Row 3:  re-
peat row 1.  Press rows 1 and 3 toward the corner units.  Press row 2 toward the cen-
ter. 
 
Sew row 1 to row 2, matching intersections.  Sew this unit to row 3 matching intersec-
tions. 
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HOSPITALITY ~ DECEMBER POT LUCK SIGNUP  
 

THANK YOU!!  
Donôt forget to bring a copy of your recipe for us to share. 

 
MAIN DISHES:  
Joan Gunning, Lesa Reynolds, Anne Marnat, Gail Rahn, Ruth McCormick, Mary As-
mus , Peggy Casing, Leni Freeman, Kris Quail, Marybeth Megel, Bet Brinkerhoff, Eve-
lyn Phillips, Veronica New 
 
BREAD & BUTTER:  
Janet Mann, Laura Price, Pat Wojciechowski 
 
SALADS:  
Donna Hornovich, Julia McQueen, Maggie Schwartz, Linda McCabe, Sue Lavender, 
Liz Shelbo, Evelyn Bradley, Naomi Behrmann, Joanne Schantz, Muriel OôDonnell, 
Nancy Swinerton, Edi Roser, Carolyn Smith, Linda Guilbert, Cathy Heemsoth 
 
DESSERTS: 
Erena Rieflin, Rita Zaziski, Marilyn Calo, Sharleen Jespersen, Liz Travis, Barbara 
Kowal, Rita Weitendorf, Kerren Heilman, Betsy 
Roy, Alice Hays, Rita Morrow, Nancy Isken, 
Nancy Partridge 
 
REGULAR POP (2 BOTTLE EACH):  
Loretta Kramer, Joann Bolger, Gudrun Baechle 
 
DIET POP (2 BOTTLES EACH):  
Lynn Czar, Karen Fisher, Sherry Tudrick 

From Our Kitchens to Yours...  
The Hospitality Committee  

 
Liz Travis wrote that she makes her chocolate chip cookies from the recipe on the 
Nestleô bag but uses half whole wheat flour and half white flour.  Sounds healthier!! 
 
 

TURN TO THE NEXT PAGE FOR A YUMMY RECIPE  

 
  Donôt forget to bring your 

table service for the pot 
luck ðplate, utensils, and 
whatever else you would 

like.  
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Advertisements 

Pumpkin Bread from Marybeth Megel and The Oakland Press 
 

2/3 c. shortening     3 1/2 c. flour 
2 2/3 c. sugar     2 tsp. baking soda 
4 eggs      1/2 tsp. baking powder 
2 c. fresh pumpkin (or one 15 oz. can)  1 1/2 tsp. salt 
2/3 c. water      1 tsp. cinnamon 
       1 tsp. ground cloves 
2/3 c. chopped nuts and/or raisins  1 tsp. pumpkin pie spice 
 (or Craisins!!) 
 
In large bowl, cream shortening and sugar till fluffy, stir in eggs, pumpkin and water.  
Blend dry ingredients together and then add to wet mixture.  Fold in nuts and raisins. 
Bake at 350 degrees F. for about 70 minutes or until toothpick comes out clean. 
Makes one large loaf or two smaller loaves and muffins.  Enjoy! 
 

                                                  
QUILT IN COMFORT STUDIO 
308 East Street, Rochester  

(248) 840-9200 
 

LONGARM QUILTING ï Holiday 
deadline approaching, call for an 

appointment today 
 
�/�R�R�N���Z�K�D�W�¶�V���K�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�L�R�� 
 
Come and see our new arrival ï STUDIO ACCUQUILT ï New 
techniques for Quick Rag Quilts and other die cut shapesï 
a great way to eat your stash!  
 
Workshops:  

CHRISTMAS TREES ï Beautiful cen-

terpieces using holiday fabrics             

HOLIDAY PLACEMATS  AND RUNNERS 

using Cotton Theory quilt-as-you-
go method 

Look whatôs hot in the kitchen! 

These are NOT YOUR MAMAôS APRONS ï Join Marie for 
an afternoon of making your choice of several styles 

New BLOCK  OF THE MONTH ï The Great Outdoors 

beginning January 12
th
 with Ruth 

 


