
  

September 2010  

  Thimble Thoughts 

   Oakland County Quilt Guild 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT… 
 
Dear Fellow Quilters, 
 
First, I want to recognize Peggy and thank her one more time for the wonderful job she did as President 
these past two years.  She has left some might big shoes to step into and I know she’ll continue to be a 
ready source of information and ideas this coming year also. 
 
When I agreed to serve as your President, one of the questions I asked myself (in addition to the ―Are 
you crazy?‖), is what would be my goals for the guild for the coming year.  But immediately following 
that was the realization that it isn’t only what I want for the guild but what all of you as members of the 
guild want for us.  To that end, at both the transition board meeting in June and at a special board meet-
ing in July, the board members (new and old), as well as several members of the guild, brainstormed 
about what we would like to see happen within the guild this coming year.  Several suggestions were 
brought forward and will be investigated with additional information coming back to the Board for review.  
You’ll hear more about these items in the coming months. 
 
Now don’t get me wrong.  I’m not here to change the guild.  I love the guild and all the people in it.  Al-
though I’ve only been a member for a little over two and a half years, I’ve been made to feel welcome 
and I’ve learned a lot from our featured programs and speakers as well as the wonderful quilts seen 
during our Show and Tell.  My goal is to make the guild better.  To take those things that may not be 
working well and make them work better.  And to take the things that we do like and make sure they 
continue to work.  So if you didn’t have a chance to share your thoughts about the guild at one of the 
two Board meetings, I would still love to hear from you.  I can be reached via email at  
fisherkjan23@sbcglobal.net or by phone in the evenings at (248) 236-9044. 
 
Beginnings.  New goals.  Looking forward.  These seem like something you should do or think about in 
January.  Yet to me, this time of year always seems to be a time to think about those same things.  
Maybe it goes back to my childhood as I looked forward to the start of a new school year.  As we begin 
this year in the guild calendar, let’s all work together to set goals for ourselves and for the guild as we 
look forward to another great year together.  I am excited and honored to help guide the process. 
 
Count your blessings, 
Stitch them one by one, 
 

Karen Fisher 

www.oaklandcountyquiltguild.com 

 
 

WELCOME BACK !!! 

mailto:fisherkjan23@sbcglobal.net
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Happy Birthday to our Guild Members with September Birthdays!   
  

 
     Sept. 1 Joann Bolger  Sept. 18 Marybeth Megel 
     Sept. 2 Gail Rahn  Sept. 21 Donna Hornovich 
     Sept. 6 Mary Asmus  Sept. 23 Marie Mangus 
     Sept. 8 Deloris Marx 
     Sept. 8 Dan Oliver 

  

GUILD PROGRAMS 

SEPTEMBER THROUGH DECEMBER 
By Rita Weitendorf 

 
 
I hope all of you are as ready as I am to start the new guild year. 
 
Four main considerations were used when working to schedule this year’s programs and workshops: 
  1.  membership interest & preferences 
  2.  current trends & popular personalities 
  3.  speaker/instructor schedule availability 
  4.  budget 
 
After a few hiccups, the program/workshop schedule has been filled and is included on the next page.  
There are changes and additions to the ―tentative‖ schedule of last May.  Please consider participating 
in as many workshops as you are able.  More information, including fees and registration forms, for 
specific workshops will be available in subsequent newsletters and soon on the website. 
 
To get us started… in September. our own Leni Freeman, chairperson of the Storybook Quilt commit-
tee, has graciously agreed to explain about and show us examples of Storybook Quilts.   
 
For October. we will have My Favorite Notion Show & Tell (previously listed as Exchange).  Bring 
your favorite little helper and tell us how it makes your quilting life or work easier or better.  If you prefer 
not to get up to speak, write a few sentences about your ―fav‖ and we will read it for you.  Quilters are 
great at sharing information. 
 
Many of us have been anticipating the November program and workshops with Bonnie Hunter.  Ruth 
McCormick has provided the information and registration forms for these.  Please check page 5 of this 
newsletter as well as the guild’s website. 
 
In December we will have a Homemade Ornament Exchange as part of our Christmas celebration.  
You have time to think about and make a keepsake.  There will be more information about this at the 
September meeting. 
 
Check out the schedule for the speakers and workshops coming in January through May and, as I said, 
more information will be made available in the months ahead. 
 
Thank you again to those of you who have shared your ideas. 
 

Rita 
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2010—2011 Guild Programs 
by Rita Weitendorf 

 

 
  SPEAKER   PROGRAM 
Sept. 2 Leni Freeman  Storybook Quilts 
 
 
October 7 none     My Favorite Notion Show and Tell 
 
Nov. 4  Bonnie Hunter  Thursday Lecture:  Scraps & Shirttails 
      Friday Workshop:  Star Struck 
      Saturday Workshop:  My Blue Heaven 
      www.quiltville.com 
 
December 2 Christmas Party, Pot-Luck, and Homemade Ornament Exchange 
 
2011 
January 6 Edyta Sitar   Thursday Lecture:  Reasons for Quilting 
      Friday Workshop:  Friendship Triangles 
      www.laundrybasketquilts.com 
 
February 3 Carol Loessel  Thursday Lecture:  Recipe for Leftovers 
      Friday Workshop:  Now Starring Leftovers 
      www.scrapquiltmakerdesigner.blogspot.com 
 
March 3 Rita Fishel   Thursday Lecture:  Tool Time 
      Friday Workshop:  Mystery! 
   Read about Rita in:  www.lazygirldesigns.com/blog/?p=489 
 
 
April 7  Penny Haren  Perfect Points & Curves, Pieced Applique 
      www.pennyharen.com 
 
May 5  Brenda Heffernan  Knotted Apron Strings 
 
June 2 End of Year Pot-Luck 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
by  Mary Asmus and Joanne Schantz 

 
The library committee has just recorded 40 new books in the library section of the guild’s website.   
They are newly purchased books and books that were donated to the sale but which we thought would 
be interesting for all to see and use.  If you see something you want to read, you can email Mary As-
mus (asmus3346@att.net) and she will have it for you at the September meeting.  Be sure to also 
check out the library table at the next meeting.  We will be taking magazine and book donations all year 
to have for our next sale at the 2012 show.  It’s a great way to raise money to keep new books in our 
library. 

Presenting… 

The 2010-2011 Guild CHALLENGE 
 

Xªx¦­¨{|¢zĈ§ V£¡|¢z h¤ e£§x§ 
 

This year’s challenge theme is ROSES.  You  may use rose printed fabric, rose pieced pattern, appli-
quéd rose, rose photo, painted rose block, rose stitchery (e.g. embroidery), and/or rose quilting pattern 
in the challenge quilt.  There are many rose examples on the internet. 
 
Please follow the rules below to have your quilt eligible for entry: 
       Must be made by one person who is a current OCQG member. 

  Must be a completed quilt. 
  One length plus one width must not exceed 100 inches. 
  Must be made between September 2010 and June 2011. 
  Must be at least one fourth identifiable as fitting the rose criteria. 
 
  More information about entering, entry forms, and prizes will be given  
  in later newsletters.  Hope to see all your challenge quilts in June! 
 
 Connie Wincek, Sue Lavender, Kris Quail 
 Challenge Committee Chairwomen 
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November 2010 Lecture & Workshops with Bonnie Hunter 
www.quiltville.com 

 

Lecture Thursday, November 4, 2010 
at Oakland County Quilt Guild Meeting 

 
Lecture title:  Scraps & Shirttails!   This lecture focuses on the quilts from Bonnie’s book by the same 
name, released by Kansas City Star Quilts in September 2008.  Bonnie will show the quilts from the 
book and others she has made with recycled fabrics and scraps as well!  Information will be included 
about what to look for when recycling clothing into quilts, the best way to slice and dice your cotton 
clothing into useable sizes so it is ready for your quilt making, and combining recycled fabrics with new 
yardage for the right look, etc. 
 
Star Struck (Friday, Nov. 5) 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
My Blue Heaven (Saturday, Nov. 6) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Workshops will be open to Non-members after October 7, 2010 
-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   -    

_____  Friday, November 5, 2010 – Star Struck              Cost: $45.00 ($55.00 non-member) 
 Location: Oxford Public Library   10:00 am – 4:00 pm   Bring a sack lunch. 
 
_____ Saturday, November 6, 2010 –My Blue Heaven  Cost: $45.00 ($55.00 non-member) 
 Location: Oxford Public Library   10:00 am – 4:00 pm   Bring a sack lunch. 
 
Checks payable to OCQG – Send to Ruth McCormick, 572 Rolling Green Cir N, Rochester Hills, MI 
48309 (248) 375-1882       On-line links for Supply Lists are above. 
 
NAME ____________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS  ________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY ZIP  _________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL  ________________________________________________________________ 

Students will bring pre-cut 2.5" strips ready to power sew into tessel-
lating star struck blocks!  This quilt goes so fast, everyone will have a 
pile of blocks in no time.  Students can also have fun swapping strips 
with each other for more variety in their quilts.  USING YOUR STASH 
encouraged!  Skill Level:  All levels   Limit:  25 Students 
Supply List:  http://quiltville.com/starstruckwkshp.html 

This is a two block quilt—a modified puss in the corner block and an 
hour glass star block, both in 8" finished size!  You can make this quilt 
as big or as small as you would like depending on the number of 
blocks you make.  This quilt is perfect to learn how to use the specialty 
rulers that Bonnie uses in her scrap quilting.  We will cover basic units 
like half square triangles, flying geese and hour-glass.  Skill Level:  All 
levels    Limit:  25 Students 
Supply List:  http://quiltville.com/myblueheavenwkshp.html 

http://www.quiltville.com/
http://quiltville.com/starstruckwkshp.html
http://quiltville.com/myblueheavenwkshp.html
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CHARITY NEWS 
Marlee Smearing,  Lesa Reynolds and Nancy Swinerton 

 
This summer we have donated 34 preemie quilts to Tiny Miracles along with a number of knitted and 
crocheted preemie caps. Guilda’s Club received 13 large lap quilts and Crossroads received 7 baby 
quilts.  45 pillowcases were taken to Christina’s for delivery to ConKer Cancer.  A great ending to our 
2009 – 2010 guild year. 
 
This summer I received an e-mail from an administrator from Crittenton Hospital with a request for 200 
more heart pillows for breast cancer patients.  Three years ago we provided them with pillows and they 
have been a huge hit with patients and we have had several comments from patients and families.  
Charity Days in October and the spring will be devoted to making these pillows. 
 
I would like any members who signed up to help on charity this year to contact me.  I will need about 
ten members to each cut out the fabric for the hearts.  Please give Marlee a call or e-mail. 
 
Nancy Swinerton has been in contact with Habitat for Humanity in Pontiac and is working on a program 
for Oakland County Quilt Guild to present a quilt to each new homeowner upon the dedication of the 
home.  Nancy will be chairing this part of the committee.  We will need help with any longarmers or 
quilters who can quilt a bed size quilt for this project.  Please see Nancy or Marlee if you can help with 
this important job. 
 
We would like to continue with the veteran donations but are in need of someone who could take care 
of this part of charity.  Sharleen left some items and a detailed sheet of what she did and whom she 
contacted.  If you would be interested in taking this part, please contact Marlee. 
 
We look forward to another great year of charity work for our guild. 

 
 
REMINDER:  Many of you took pillowcase kits and/or quilt tops to work on over 
the summer.  Please bring your completed items to the September meeting.  Thank you. 

 

EMAIL OR SNAIL MAIL? 
 

If you are currently receiving your newsletter by mail and would like to try receiving it by email, please 
contact Laura Price or Judy Stone.  We will be happy to help you.  You will receive the newsletter faster 
(5 or more days earlier), it saves on postage and paper, you will see in in color, and it’s a GOOD 
THING!  Try it, you’ll like it!! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  !! 
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OCQG Board Positions 

and Committee Chair Volunteers 

 
President:   Karen Fisher  248-236-9044  fisherjan23@sbcglobal.net 
1

st
 Vice President:  Rita Weitendorf  419-367-8717  kariwhite3@yahoo.com 

2
nd

 Vice President: Ruth McCormick 248-375-1882              ruthmccormick@wowway.com 
Recording Sec.:  Connie Wincek   248-652-2217  ckwincek@netscape.net 
Corresponding Sec.:  Evelyn Phillips   248-693-2708  onetrillium@aol.com 
Treasurer:   Carolyn Smith  248-528-3257              carolynsmith5@wideopenwest.com 
Asst. Treasurer:   ______________________________ 
Membership:   Laura Price  248-844-8221  LLprice51@gmail.com 
Communications:  Judy Verse  248-628-7089  jjquiltedpatches@aol.com 
Board Assistant:  Lois Sayers  586-726-6919  tommsayers@aol.com 
Past President:   Peggy Casing  248-853-5594  peggyc@smoth.org 
 
 

Chair Positions 
 
Blockery:    Bet Brinkerhoff  248-693-4770  betbrinkerhoff@gmail.com 
Challenge:   Connie Wincek  248-652-2217  ckwincek@netscape.net 
   Kris Quail  248-458-6084  krisquail@yahoo.com 
   Sue Lavender  248-879-0293  slavender@wowway.com 
Charity:   Marlee Smearing 248-651-0750  tmsmearing@comcast.net 
Charity/Veterans: ______________________________ 
Community Education: ______________________________ 
Door Prizes:   Fern Myers  248-693-1993  fosgatef@comcast.net 
Fall Retreat:   Marlee Smearing 248-651-0750  tmsmearing@comcast.net 
Fan Out:  ______________________________ 
Fat Quarter Drawing:  Nancy Isken  248-651-2975  nisken3@gmail.com 
   Linda Guilbert  248-375-9607  jguilbert@yahoo.com 
Getting to Know You:  ______________________________ 
Historical:   Ellie Fitzpatrick  248-608-6972  elliefitz36@yahoo.com 
Hospitality:   Marybeth Megel  586-254-5723  msquared954@yahoo.com 
Library:   Mary Asmus  248-814-9946  asmus3346@att.net 
   Joanne Schantz  248-659-8008  jobehills@gmail.com 
Newsletter:   Judy Stone  248-453-5373  jquilts2008@comcast.net 
President’s Recognition: ______________________________  
Quilt Away:   ______________________________ 
Quilt-Inn:   Peggy Casing  248-853-5594  peggyc@smoth.org 
Storybook Quilts: Leni Freeman  248-650-8298  lefree308@wowway.com 
2012 Quilt Show:  Lisa Cole-Welby  248-505-2246  welby_lisa@comcast.net 
2012 Raffle Quilt:  ______________________________ 
 
 

Please Note—there are some openings that need to be filled.  Please consider volunteer-
ing and call or write to Karen Fisher for more information. 
 
 

CLIP AND SAVE 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  !! 
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Out and About in the Quilt World 
 

QUILT SHOWS 

Fenton, MI—August 27-28 (10am-5pm).  Fenton United Methodist Church, 119 S. Leroy, Fenton. 
 
Quilt Expo in Madison, Wisconsin, Sept. 9-11.  Many lectures by many quilters plus a quilt show and vendors.  
One of the winning quilts last year was by Ann Fahl who will be one of our speakers in 2011-2012. 
www.wiquiltexpo.com 
 
Marshall, MI—‖Quilter’s Harvest‖ - Sept. 11 (9am-5pm) and  Sept. 12 (10am-4pm).  Marshall Activity Center, 
15325 West Michigan Avenue.  Marshall Home Tour is that weekend also.  www.turkey-tracks.org 
 
MQN 20 Years of Quilted Memories—Sept. 17 (10am-8pm) and Sept. 18 (10am-6pm).  The Summit Capital 
Center,  Dimondale (Lansing), MI  www.michiganquiltnetwork.com/showcase_2010.htm 
 
Wolcott Mill 19th Annual Quilt Show—Sept. 18-19 (10am-4pm), Wolcott Mill, 64162 Kunstman Rd., Ray, MI 
(classic cars on Sunday from 11-3) 
 
Heart of the Pines Quilt Show—Oct. 1-2 at Tree Tops Resort, Gaylord, MI   (Oktoberfest and golf too) 
 
Quilts on the Grand—Oct. 1-3 at the DeltaPlex in Grand Rapids.  West Michigan Quilt Guild. 
www.wmqg.org 
 
―Remembering...Their Legacy...Our Heritage‖.  Oct. 2-3.  Great Lakes African American Quilters Network.  
Livonia Civic Park Senior Center, 15218 Farmington Rd. (south of 5 Mile Rd.), Livonia. 
www.greatlakesaaquilters.tripod.com 
 
A Festival of Quilts in Dearborn, Oct. 8-9.  Contest-theme is ―Celebrate‖.  Cash prizes.  Max.  24‖ width, dead-
line:  Oct. 1  www.gbgm-umc.org/DearbornFirst 
 
Tenth Annual Biennial Romeo Quilt Showcase—April 29-30, 2011 (10am-5pm).  Romeo Community Center, 
361 Morton Street, Romeo. 

CAMEO Show—‖Quilts in Bloom‖—May 13-14, 2011 (10am-6pm).  Madison Place, 876 Horace Brown Dr., 
Madison Heights.  www.cameoquilters.org 

OTHER EXCITING EVENTS AND CONTESTS 

JoAnn’s quilt contest –  ―Quilt your Colors‖‖.  You must use fabric from Joann’s (need receipts).  Contest runs 
from Aug. 29  through Dec. 18.   Find more information and rules at www.joann.com/quiltcontest 
 
Carrie Nelson of Miss Rosie’s Quilt Company and Schnibbles fame will conduct a 2 day workshop sponsored 
by Quilt’n Friends, Sept. 17 and 18.  Call the shop at 586-979-7422. 

The American Sewing Expo—Sept. 24-26 at the Rock Financial Showplace, Novi, MI. 
www.americansewingexpo.com 
 
 
continued on page 10 
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NOTICE DATE CHANGE 

FALL RETREAT 
 

We still have a couple of spots either with a machine or without. 
 
WHEN: FRIDAY OCTOBER 8 TO 
   MONDAY, OCTOBER 11 
WHERE: RALPH A MacMULLAN CONFERENCE CENTER 
   ROSCOMMON, MICHIGAN 
COST: $267.75 

INCLUDES, NINE MEALS, LODGING (DOUBLE OCCUPANCY), 
COFFEE BREAKS, MEETING ROOMS 

BRING: SEWING EQUIPMENT, PERSONAL ITEMS;  
LINENS ARE INCLUDED 
 

This conference center is located on Higgins Lake midst State forestlands.  There will be 
an opportunity for canoeing, hiking, a fitness trail as well as much more. 
We will have some spaces for hand sewers only.  Due to the accommodations, space is 
limited. 

 
 

Name____________________________________________ Phone_______________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Will share a room with ___________________________________________________ 
 
Cost:  $267.75  Payable to OCQG 
 
Mail to:  Marlee Smearing 550 Brittany Ct. Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

Payment due by September 15 
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TIPS from Judy’s Scrap Bin 
 

From Delphine’s Quilt Shop in Gaylord… 
 
 Do you use 100% cotton batting, especially Quilters Dream batting?  Do you have a bag of left-
over pieces from quilt tops that were just too small?  These squares or rectangles of batting make awe-
some rags/towels!   Recently, I  noticed that my porch furniture was quite dusty and a quick peek into 
the garage turned up a bag of batting scraps.  Well, I grabbed one of the squares and used it to wipe 
down all the chairs as I used my watering can to wash them off.  Several rinses later I was ready to see 
how long this batting would last so I spot-cleaned the kitchen floor!  The batting was still in great shape 
so I rinsed it again, let it dry and it is still good  to go.  Who needs paper towels when they have batting 
which doesn't tear, soaks up water like you wouldn't believe and is re-usable?  I have also been told 
that cotton batting also makes a great substitute for the replacement pads on ―Swiffer‖ products! 
 
Do you have a great tip you would like to share with the guild?  Send me a note at 
jquilts2008@comcast.net and if there is room in the newsletter, I’ll include it.  Be sure to give credit in 
case you found this tip in another newsletter or magazine (like I did!). 

Out and About in the Quilt World 
continued from page 8 

 
Quilting Together, sponsored by the Quilter’s Club of America, will be in Chicago, Sept. 29—Oct. 2.  
Three full days of classes by renowned teachers.  Marianne Fons will be the keynote speaker.  
www.quiltingtogetherevent.com/chicago/index.html 
 
American Quilt Study Group—block challenge—‖30s for 30‖ - www.americanquiltstudygroup.org.  
Deadline:  Oct. 1 
 
21st Annual Gathering of Quilters in Schererville, Indiana, March 18-19, 2011.  Juried and judged quilt 
show:  entry deadline: Nov. 18, 2010. "Just Imagine" Quilt Challenge, entry deadline is March 16, 2011.   
Cash prizes.  www.heritagequilters.com 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 
LaVerne Retzlaff    Carol Young 

 1338 Rock Valley Drive    2366 Hickory Glen Drive 
 Rochester, MI  48307    Bloomfield Hills, MI  48304 
 H:  (248) 601-1495    H:  (248) 647-3656 
 Email:  lmretzlaff@yahoo.com   Email:  cfy@att.net 
 Birthday:  February 21    Birthday:  December 12 
 Member #485     Member #484 
 
FYI :   Sharleen Jespersen is settled in her new home in Orlando, FL.  Her email is the same: 
 jesper417@aol.com 
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Oakland County Quilt Guild 
2010/2011 Membership Application/Renewal 

 
 
Name (please print)_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City __________________________________ Zip ____________Birthday (M/D)________________ 
 
Home phone _________________________________Work phone___________________________ 
 
Cell phone __________________________ ________ 

Email (if read 3 times per week)_______________________________________________________ 

Please indicate your preference:  Newsletter  sent to email______ 

                              Newsletter sent by mail_______ 

Are you a member of AQS or NQA?  (circle if applicable) 

If a new member, have you ever been an OCQG member before _____________ 

                             
These committees need volunteers. 

Please help by indicating your interests here.  (Please sign up for at least one) 
 
__Audit      __Hospitality 
__Blockery     __Library 
__Challenge     __Membership 
__Charity     __Nominating 
__Community Ed    __President’s Recognition 
__Door Prizes     __Programs 
__Fan Out     __Quilt Away 
__Fat Quarter Drawing    __Quilt Inn 
__Getting to Know You    __Quilt Show 
__Historical     __Storybook Quilts 

       __Website 

 
Make $35 check payable to the Oakland County Quilt Guild and mail it to the Member-
ship Chairperson: 
 
    Laura Price 
    649 Glasgow Court 
    Rochester Hills, MI  48307 

 
 

Checks will be deposited upon receipt. 
********************************************************************************************************************** 
Date payment rec’d _________________ Membership # ____________  
 
Cash _________ Check #____________ Amount ______________ 
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Our next meeting is Thursday,  
September 2 at 7:00 pm at the  
Rochester Community House,  

Rochester, Michigan 
 

The OCQG newsletter is published every month for guild members and fellow quilters.  
Articles or other information must be submitted to Judy Stone by the 17th of each month.  
Please submit your articles to jquilts2008@comcast.net.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Judy Stone at 248-453-5373. 

Oakland County Quilt Guild 
P.O. Box 81096 
Rochester, MI  48308-1096 

First Class  


