
  

June 2010  

  Thimble Thoughts 

   Oakland County Quilt Guild 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT… 
 
Hello Quilters,  
  

Wow, where has the time gone!  As I write my last article as your president, I really want to let you know 
that it has been a wonderful privilege to serve you for the past two years.  I have always been im-
pressed with the work of our guild members, and their unparalleled commitment to the initiatives of the 
guild.  Think about it... the show, our charity work, our outreach to the community, our meetings and 
outreach to our members, not to mention the individual aspects of each of these components of the 
guild... each and every one of these efforts has been, and continues to be, what they are, because of 
you.  I also want to take the time to, especially, thank all of the members of our current board.  They are 
a great group of ladies who stepped up to serve you, even though their lives are busy.  Thank you.   
  

As an aside, I once heard a president of a guild say something about the fact that, as president, it was 
her guild, where she could wield her power and influence in order to do as she pleased.  I have never 
felt that way.  I have felt, and continue to feel, that all of you are the guild, and that it has been my re-
sponsibility to see to it that your wishes have been carried out.  I hope I have done that for you, and 
that you feel that the guild is a place where your voice has been heard.  I also hope that I have helped, 
in some way, to build that sense of synergy, where each of us sees that contributing what we can, con-
tributes to a much bigger whole.  If I have failed, I apologize.  Please know that it wasn't intentional. 
  

On a lighter note... I invite all of you to our June potluck, where we will vote in our new board, and share 
in a time of fun and fellowship!  I have confidence that this new board will do wonderful work on your 
behalf.  They are a great group of women, who have skills, and talent galore, as well as hearts that are 
turned toward service.  It will be wonderful to affirm their nomination.  Also know that I can't wait to see 
our member's contributions to this year's challenge, featuring "broken dishes," and to taste some tasty 
dishes from our members!  It is always a joy to be with you. 
  

One final comment, I also want to invite all board members, and committee chair persons, to a special 
"turn over" meeting on Thursday, June 24th, at 7 pm.  The meeting will take place at Kathryne Karibo's 
studio "Quilt in Comfort," 308 East Street in Downtown Rochester.  Each current chairperson should 
prepare a report, and gather any relevant materials, so they can pass them on to the new chairper-
son.  If you are remaining in a position, please join us anyway.  Your experience will contribute to our 
overall conversation, and you'll have an opportunity to share any questions or concerns you might have, 
and to provide input for the future.  If you can't make it, I encourage you to send a representative from 
your committee.  I hope to see you there! 
  

Thank you, for everything, it has been a wonderful ride! 

 

Peggy Casing 

 

www.oaklandcountyquiltguild.com 

DON½T FORGET !! 
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Remembering our Members 
by Connie Wincek 

 
Would you like a card sent to a Guild Member from the Guild for ILLNESS, GRIEF, 
MARRIAGE, NEW BIRTH, RECOVERY, RETIREMENT, LONELINESS, ETC.?  If so, 
please contact me from the information below.  Also, include whether you want your 
name mentioned in the card, and whether the card recipient would want the whole 
Guild to be informed.  Or, if you prefer, there will be a basket at each Guild meeting 
with a form to fill for a card to be sent.  Please complete the form and leave it in the 
basket. The basket will be on the Board's head table whenever possible.  A card will 
be sent shortly thereafter whichever method of contacting me you choose. 

Connie Wincek, Corresponding Secretary, 248.652.2217, ckwincek@netscape.net 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  During the summer and until September 2, please send any re-
quests to me via email or by phone.  . 

2009-2010 Program Wrap Up 
by Ruth McCormick 

 

I sincerely hope that you have ALL enjoyed the programs this year with Sue Garman, 
Anita Shackelford and Beth Wheeler. 
 
Sue has stopped traveling to spend more time with her husband. Check her blog to 
see what is new with her: http://suegarman.blogspot.com/  I see that she has posted 
many wonderful antique quilt photos.  She also has another new Block of the Month, 
Coxcomb Medallion, offered through Quakertown Quilts:  
http://www.quakertownquilts.com/ 
 
Anita has been active with promoting the art of longarm machine quilting to her grand-
children and also with other youth that have entered quilts into local and national quilt 
shows. She has a great website for all kinds of quilters:   
 http://www.anitashackelford.com/ 

Beth, who gave the May lecture, will be teaching classes at Shipshewana Quilt Festi-
val in June, if any of you are inspired to learn more about her Threadography tech-
niques. 
 
Looking forward to 2011-2012 (yes, those are the correct dates), I have volunteered to 
be Program Chair again.  If you would like to email me about your quilting interests 
and suggestions for guest speakers ï do so right away!   I have already contacted 
three people about programs. 

http://suegarman.blogspot.com/
http://www.quakertownquilts.com/
http://www.anitashackelford.com/
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Gear Up for the 2010—2011 Guild Programs 
by Rita Weitendorf 

 

The following is paraphrased from Helen Kelly's book, Loose Threads: 
  
            In quilting, there is no prevailing taste, but a variety of choices that are limited 
only by preferences. 
            With quilts, nothing and everything is in style. 
  
With these thoughts in mind, here is the TENTATIVE & PARTIAL program schedule 
for 2010 - 2011: 
 
  SPEAKER   PROGRAM 
Sept.  TBD 
 
October none (some at retreat) My Favorite Notion Exchange 
      (more info to follow) 
 
November Bonnie Hunter  Scraps & Shirttails 
      Friday Workshop:  Star Struck 
      Saturday:  My Blue Heaven 
      www.quiltville.com 
 
December Christmas Party and Pot-Luck 
 
January Carol Loessel  Recipe for Leftovers 
      Friday Workshop:  Now Starring Leftovers 
      www.scrapquiltmakerdesigner.blogspot.com 
 
February Edyta Sitar   Reasons for Quilting 
      Friday Workshop:  Friendship Triangles 
      www.laundrybasketquilts.com 
 
March  Rita Fishel   Tool Time 
      Friday Workshop:  Mystery! 
 
April or May Shirley Stutz  TBD (attempting to reach) 
 
June  End of Year Pot-Luck 
 
I will continue to work to firm up, wrap up, or change up if needed.  Thanks to those 
who shared suggestions.  I hope everyone will find something of interest to participate 
in next year. 
 Rita 
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OCQG “Nominations” for Board Positions 

and Committee Chair Volunteers 
 

Nominations Committee:  none ï it is/was supposed to be made up of 2 general mem-
bers, 1 board member, and the President.  

 

Nominations to the Board 

President:    Karen Fisher 
1

st
 Vice President:   Rita Weitendorf 

2
nd

 Vice President:   Ruth McCormick 
Recording Secretary:  Connie Wincek  
Corresponding Secretary:  Evelyn Phillips  
Treasurer:    Carolyn Smith 
Asst. Treasurer:    Judy Stone 
Membership:   Laura Price 
Communications:   Judy Verse 
Board Assistant:   Lois Sayers 
Past President:   Peggy Casing 

 
These board positions will be voted on at the June meeting. 
 
 

Chair Positions 
 
Blockery:     Bet Brinkerhoff 
Challenge:    Connie Wincek, Kris Quail, Sue Lavender 

 Charity:    Marlee Smearing 
Charity/Veterans:  ________________________________ 
Community Education: ________________________________ 
Door Prizes:    Fern Myers 
Fall Retreat:    Marlee Smearing 
Fan Out:   ________________________________ 
Fat Quarter Drawing:  Nancy Isken, Linda Guilbert 
Getting to Know You:  ________________________________ 
Historical:    Ellie Fitzpatrick 
Hospitality:    Marybeth Megel 
Library:     Mary Asmus and Joanne Schantz 
Newsletter:    Judy Stone 
Presidentôs Recognition: ______________________________  
Quilt Away:    ________________________________ 
Quilt-Inn:    Peggy Casing 
Storybook Quilts:  Leni Freeman 
2012 Quilt Show:   Lisa Cole-Welby  
2012 Raffle Quilt:   ________________________________ 

 



5 

CHARITY NEWS 
Marlee Smearing, Sharleen Jespersen, Lesa Reynolds and Maggie Schwartz 

 
On behalf of all of the charities we have given to this year, I want to thank every mem-
ber who helped by taking time at Charity Sewing Day, quilting tops, making tops and 
pillowcases, sewing bindings, making walker bags and donating supplies for our Veter-
ans. 
 
We will continue to give quilts over the summer to Guildaôs House and Crisis Pregnancy 
Center.  Sharleen is making a donation of 23 pounds of personal products and five 
quilts to the Veterans.  We on the Charity Committee will greatly miss Sharleen and all 
she has done to further our cause. If you have time and would like to be a co-chair of 
this committee, please feel free to e-mail either Marlee or Lesa. 
 
As in the past, non-perishable food/canned goods will be collected at the June meeting 
for those members not bringing a dish to pass or for anyone else that would like to 
make a donation.   
 
Through the summer, as time allows, continue making  pillowcases, quilt tops and quilt-
ing for Charity.  Thank you so much. 
 

PILLOWCASE PROJECT 
 
Fabric must be only 100% cotton or cotton flannel (not in one pillowcase).  It must be 
washed with no fabric softener.  Use only brightly colored childrenôs novelty fabric and a 
complimentary fabric for the border. 
 
NO clown fabricðNO skull and crossbonesðNO weapon printsðNO religiousð 
NO country colors (i.e. mauve, country blue, sage green, etc.) 
 
You will need 3/4 of a yard for the pillowcase and 1/3 for the border.  Kits and sewing 
instructions are available at the charity table each month.  Pick up the directions and 
some kits at the June meeting for summer sewing. 

Donations for Veterans 
Charity Committee 

 

We will not be collecting items this month for the Veterans but please continue to save 
items over the summer and bring them to the September meeting.   The Veterans are in 
great need of these personal articles and greatly appreciate our donations.  Also, 
please consider heading up this committee for next year. 
 
We are in need of full sized containers of: 
shampoo, razors, shave crème, deodorant, toothbrushes and toothpaste, lip balm, 

socks, body lotion and small crossword puzzle or Sudoku books. 
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Happy Birthday to our Guild Members with Summer Birthdays!   
 

 

  June 
 
 June 5 Judy Stone  June 14 Carolyn Smith 
 June 6 Rita Weitendorf June 16 Kerren Heilman 
 June 10 Kathleen Dennis June 18 Helen Williams 
 June 10 Judy Verse  June 28 Wendy Ptak 
 June 10 Karen Fisher  June 29 Mary Schrader 

 

   July 

 
July 2  Marilyn Calo    July 23 Chantal Anderson 
July 2  Carol Kuderko   July 26 Carol Reimann 
July 5  Brenda McCloskey   July 27 Estelle Oliver 
July 9  Joyce Cole    July 28 Rita Morrow 
July 13 Judy Doublestein   July 30 Gay Harris 
July 16 Christine Grech   July 30 Veronica New 
July 20 Kathleen Grimes   July 30 Connie Wincek 
July 22 Gladys Baker   July 31 Alice Hays 
 

   August 
 
August 8 Linda Guilbert   August 17 Leta Brennan  
August 14 Cyndi Anderson   August 19 Joanne Schantz 
August 15 Evelyn Phillips   August 31 Diane Licholat-Surati 

LIBRARY NEWS 
by Linda McCabe 

. 
 Hi Everyone, 
  
Thanks for a great year!!!  Please make sure you bring back all your library books to 
the June meeting.   Books will only be returned this monthðno check outs.  We are 
already planning for the new books to be introduced in September and we'll look for-
ward to seeing you then. 
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HOSPITALITY ~ JUNE POT-LUCK SIGNUP 

 

MAIN DISHES: 
Kris Quail, Cyndi Anderson, Lois Sayers, Marlee Smearing, Liz Shelbo, Nancy A. Par-
tridge, Peggy Casing, Wendy Ptak, Evelyn Phillips, Bet Brinkerhoff, Rita Z (hors 
dôoeuvre) 
 
SALADS: 
Joyce Cole, Liz Travis, Joyce Dawson, Sherry Tudrick, Joanne Schantz, Carolyn 
Smith, Debi Oman, Diane Licholat-Surati, Nancy Isken, Barbara Schiller, Maggie 
Schwartz, Marybeth Megel 
 
DESSERTS: 
Erena Rieflin, Christine Grech, Judy McCatty, Meredith Scharf, Carol Reimann, 
Marilyn Cato, Linda Guilbert, Judy Stone, Leni Freeman 
 
BREAD and BUTTER: 
Janet Mann, Mary Lou Grimes, Judy Stone 
 
REGULAR POP (2 Bottles): 
Jill Mather, Lesa Reynolds, Ellie Fitzpatrick 
 
DIET POP (2 Bottles): 
Muriel OôDonnell, Mary Asmus, Laura Price 
 

DONôT FORGET...Bring your own place setting (plate(s), silverware, cup?, and 

whatever else you like) for the pot-luck.  Also, bring serving spoons for the delicious 
delicacies that you bring for us to enjoy (above). 
 
As in the past, non-perishable food/canned goods will be collected at the meeting for 
those members not bringing a dish to pass or anyone else that would like to make a 
donation.   

Congratulations Ruth! 
 
Congratulations to our very own Ruth McCormick who received a 3rd place ribbon 
for her quilt ñBe Colorfulò at the recent Machine Quilters Showcase held in Over-
land Park, Kansas.  The category was ñJust for MeðWall Quiltò.  The Showcase is 
sponsored by the International Machine Quilters Association and is held each 
year, featuring the work of long-arm quilters from all over the world.  Way to go 
Ruth!!  
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Blockery by Bet Brinkerhoff 
(248-693-4770) 

 

This monthôs pattern is a plaid on tan Bearôs Paw.  11ò unfinished and 10.5 ñ finished. 
 
Cutting Directions: 
 
Plaid Fabric...cut: 
 4ð3 1/2ò x 3 1/2 ñ squares 
 1ð2ò x 2ò square 
 8ð2 3/8ò x 2 3/8ò squares 
 
Tan Background Fabric...cut: 
 4ð2ò x 2ò squares 
 4ð5ò x 2ò rectangles 
 8ð2 3/8ò x 2 3/8ò squares 
 
Piecing Directions: 
 
Draw pencil line diagonally on the backs of tan 2 3/8ò x 2 3/8ò squares.  Place right sides together with 
plaid 2 3/8ò squares.  Stitch 1/4ò on either side of pencil line.  Press and cut on the drawn line.  Press 
open.  Stitch these squares together in pairsðhalf must point in one direction and half must point in the 
opposite directionðsee diagram below.  Sew one 2ò x 2ò tan square to one side of half of the triangle 
squares.  Sew the plaid 3 1/2ò squares to these units following the diagram.  Sew together in 3 rows and 
then sew the 3 rows together. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY MEMORIAL DAYðletôs 
remember and be thankful to those 
who fought for or are still in harmôs 
way for the freedom we enjoy.  
God Bless America! 
 
 
HAPPY FATHERôS DAY TOOðto 
our dear husbands who so pa-
tiently accept our dedication to 
quilting !!   
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Advertisements 

 
Full size authentic FEED SACKS for sale 

$10.00 each - size: 37ò x 42ò - many patterns 
All proceeds go to the United Methodist 

Women of Troy Fellowship Church 
for Missions. 

Contact Liz Travis ï 248-608-0141 

Scraps from Judy Stone 

 
Art Workshop Retreats in Ann Arbor from May until November.  Fine arts and fiber arts will be explored. 
(www.buddingartideas.com)  

Shipshewana, Indiana Quilt Show, June 23-26, 9am-8pm, call 866-243-9434 or www.shipshewana.com 
 
BERNINA ñStitch This!ò Challenge.  Grand Prize:  Bernina Aurora 440QE.  Download their swan picture and 
interpret it any way you like.  Only a 14ò x 11ò quilt.  Deadline:  June 25.  Google ñBernina Stitch This Chal-
lengeò 
 
Do you like reading quilt novels?  A contest, called ñFiction Comes to Lifeò, challenges you to make the quilt 
the character in The Threadbare Heart by Jennie Nash was never able to make, using a medley from Keep-
sake Quilting and meaningful fabric from your own stash.  Deadline:  July 1  www.keepsakequilting.com     
(click on Quilt Challenges) 

Continued on page 10 
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Judyôs Scraps continuedé 
 
Branson, Missouriðdifferent quilt retreats during the summer and fallð July 16-18, a Sew InðTime to Quilt.  
$209 per person.  www.visitmonow.com/quilting_retreats_s/40.htm 
 
Runaway Quilters, ñQuilts in my Gardenò, Saturday, July 17, Meaford, Ontario (near Georgian Bay).  
www.meafordmuseum.ca   (click on Events).  
 
Greater Ann Arbor Quilt Guild, Quilt Show, July 30-August 1.  www.gaaqg.com 
 
American Quilt Study Groupðblock challengeðò30s for 30ò - www.americanquiltstudygroup.org.  Deadline:  
Oct. 1. 
 
A Festival of Quilts in Dearborn, Oct. 8-9.  Contest-theme is ñCelebrateò.  Cash prizes.  Max.  24ò width, 
deadline:  Oct. 1  www.gbgm-umc.org/DearbornFirst 
  
21st Annual Gathering of Quilters in Schererville, Indiana, March 18-19, 2011.  Juried and judged 
quilt show:  entry deadline 11/18/2010. "Just Imagine" Quilt Challenge, entry deadline 3/16/2011, 
CASH PRIZES.  www.heritagequilters.com 
  
Have quilts or quilters touched or changed your life?  Karen Gruber of Midland is interested in hear-
ing your story, writing about it, and publishing it in her book, ñWrapped in Loveò.  Contact Karen at 

karengruber@charter.net or 989-631-1756. 

FALL RETREAT 
 

WHEN: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7 TO SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10 
    
WHERE: RALPH A. MacMULLAN CONFERENCE CENTER 
  ROSCOMMON, MICHIGAN 
COST: $267.75 
  INCLUDES NINE MEALS, LODGING (DOUBLE OCCUPANCY),  
  COFFEE BREAKS, MEETING ROOMS 
BRING: SEWING EQUIPMENT, PERSONAL ITEMS, LINENS ARE INCLUDED 

 
This conference center is located on Higgins Lake midst State forestlands.  There will be 
an opportunity for canoeing, hiking, a fitness trail as well as much more.  Deposit of 
$27.00 is due now and the remainder will be due by September 15.  We will have some 
spaces for hand sewers only.  Due to the accommodations, space is limited. 
     HURRYð4 spots remaining!! 
 
Name ______________________________________     Phone ___________________ 
Address ____________________________________ 

Will share a room with ___________________________________  
 
Cost:  $27.00 (deposit)  Check payable to: OCQG 
Send to: Marlee Smearing   550 Brittany Ct.   Rochester Hills, MI 48309 
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Oakland County Quilt Guild 
2010/2011 Membership Application/Renewal 

 
Due date ï June 3rd, 2010.  Applications received after this date may be too late to be included in the 
membership directory.   
 
Name (please print)_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City __________________________________ Zip ____________Birthday (M/D)________________ 
 
Home phone _________________________________Work phone___________________________ 
 
Cell phone __________________________ ________ 

Email (if read 3 times per week)_______________________________________________________ 

Please indicate your preference:  Newsletter  sent to email______ 

                              Newsletter sent by mail_______ 

Are you a member of AQS or NQA?  (circle if applicable) 

If a new member, have you ever been an OCQG member before _____________ 

                             
These committees need volunteers. 

Please help by indicating your interests here.  (Please sign up for at least one) 
 
__Audit      __Hospitality 
__Blockery     __Library 
__Challenge     __Membership 
__Charity     __Nominating 
__Community Ed    __Presidentôs Recognition 
__Door Prizes     __Programs 
__Fan Out     __Quilt Away 
__Fat Quarter Drawing    __Quilt Inn 
__Getting to Know You    __Quilt Show 
__Historical     __Storybook Quilts 

       __Website 

 
Make $35 check payable to the Oakland County Quilt Guild and bring to the April, May 
or June meeting.  Or, you may mail it to the Membership Chairperson: 
 

Linda Guilbert 
834 Timberline Dr. 
Rochester Hills, MI  48309 

 

Checks will be deposited upon receipt. 
********************************************************************************************************************** 
Date pymt recd _______________ Membership # ____________  
 
Cash _________ Check #____________ Amount ______________ 
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Our next meeting is Thursday,  
June 3 at 7:00 pm at the  

Rochester Community House,  
Rochester, Michigan 

 

The OCQG newsletter is published every month for guild members and fellow quilters.  
Articles or other information must be submitted to Judy Stone by the 17th of each month.  
Please submit your articles to jquilts2008@comcast.net.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Judy Stone at 248-453-5373. 

Oakland County Quilt Guild 
P.O. Box 81096 
Rochester, MI  48308-1096 

First Class  

Happy Summer Everyone !!! 


