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  Thimble Thoughts  

   Oakland County Quilt Guild  

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENTé 

  
Hello Ladies, 
  
It is with great pleasure that I move into February.  After all, it is a time of chocolate 
candy, and roses, which are two of my favorite things.  Now that I am mentioning fa-
vorite things, I have to mention our quilt show.  I don't know how many of you know 
that my first exposure to the Oakland County Quilt Guild was through one of it's bian-
nual shows.  I think I had heard about the show through one of the guild members, 
and I decided to attend with my daughter.  I remember walking among the quilts, and 
being stunned by both the quality and the quantity of them.  At the time, the show was 
inspiring, and a bit intimidating to me -- a newer quilter.  It was a great way to see 
techniques, and learn the names of the preeminent quilters in our area.  I expect this 
year's show to be just as exciting! 
  
Which brings me to one important point.  We need your quilts!  I am issuing a chal-
lenge to every guild member to submit at least two quilts to be displayed at the 
show.  Remember, having them judged is a good idea in order to improve your 
skills.  If, however, you feel a bit intimidated by the idea of having them judged, please 
know you can submit quilts for display only.  Either way, it is only because of our 
members' willingness to share their quilts that we can bring a show to fruition.  Please 
see the website or inside this newsletter for details. 
  
On another note, I'd like to thank all those that helped with the Quilt Inn.  As chairper-
son, I have to say that it is only through the efforts of the wonderful ladies of our guild 
that we are able to share in a special day like the Quilt Inn.  At press time, I'd be pre-
dicting the future, but I bet it is safe to say that a good time was had by all!  (I can't 
wait to see if my prediction is true!) 
  
Finally, I want to encourage all members to try their best to re-
member to wear their nametags at all events.  If any of you are 
like me, it takes a while to learn someone's name.  A nametag 
really helps!     
  
Thanks ladies, and happy quilting! 

 Peggy Casing 

www.oaklandcountyquiltguild.com 
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Sixty Five Days and a Wake Up  
by Gail Bufalini  

 
Yes Ladies.  It is 65 days and a wake up from the February Guild meeting until Quilt 
Celebration 2010.  There is a lot to do.  Hopefully, you are working away on quilts to 
put into the show.  As luck would have it, Anita Shackelford will be back at the Febru-
ary meeting discussing preparation of your quilts for the show. The registration dead-
line, February 13

th
, is coming up and will soon be here.  I can just feel the excitement 

brewing.  This is so much FUN! 
 
In addition, the quilt catalog is in progress.  Rita and I are working to get ads for the 
catalog.  We welcome ANY help from the membership.  If every person sold one ad, 
we could haveéoh my goodnessésuch a bounty of adsðwhich we desperately 
need. Any leads would certainly be appreciated.  The ads can be for any type of busi-
ness not just quilt- related businesses.  If you patronize certain restaurants when you 
prefer quilting to cooking, let them know and ask if they would like to put an ad in our 
catalog.  The cost is reasonable.  The information sheets are available from Gail or 
Rita at the meeting or just e-mail me and I will be happy to e-mail you the information. 
 
We would like to know by the February meeting if you want to participate in the Show 
Boutique and what kinds of items you would like to sell.  We will have a sign-up sheet 
for a show of interest.  Karen Fisher is heading up the Show Boutique and can answer 
your questions.  We need to know that you are interested in participating so we can 
plan.  Remember that selling some of your items is a good way to make some extra 
cash as well as to reduce your inventory of quilted items that you are willing to part 
with. 
 
If you have not yet added your name to the back of the Show Catalog, it is not too 
late.  An envelope will be circulated at the meeting for you to add your name and your 
$2.  Letôs work toward 100% participation. 
 
Sharing of your antiques will be appreciated for the quilt show. We will be putting vi-
gnettes near the quilts exhibited.  If you have items that you are willing to share for a 
few days, please sign your name on the sign-up sheet.  We will have a system of pick 
up and delivery to insure that your lovely antiques are returned to you expeditiously. 
 
We look forward to your ticket returns.  More tickets are available from Marilyn Calo. 
 
Finally, but most importantly, we need you to sign up to help out at the show.  If you 
havenôt worked at the show before, itôs an adventure!  The chair people will be giving 
excellent directions on what to do.  You sign up for two-hour time slots.  It is FUN to 
help.  It is FUN to be there as people walk in with all their enthusiasm and see our 
beautiful raffle quilt and then go see all of your lovely works of art.  Sign up to be there 
both Friday and Saturday.  Letôs make this the best Quilt Celebration yet.  It can only 
happen if we are all participating.  Letôs ALL HAVE FUN! 



3 

 February Lecture with Anita Shackelford  
www.anitashackelford.com/ 

 
Thursday, February 4

th
 - Oakland County Quilt Guild 

 
Through the Judge's Eyes -With 26 years experience in competition and work on 
the judging floor, Anita will give some insight into what judges look for when they ex-
amine a quilt.  Valuable information for those who want to judge and those who want 
to make award winning quilts.  (no workshops this month) 

Quilt Celebration 2010 -  Quilt Registration  
by Amy Schuster, Chairperson  

 

As of January 18th, I have received approximately 40 quilt registration forms.  The 
deadline to enter a quilt in our show is SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13th.  We will be 
capping the entries for this show at 200 quilts.  Please send your registration forms in, 
ladies!  (the registration form is available to download from our website or look in your 
January newsletter)  You can either mail your registration forms in, or you can give 
them to me at the February Guild Meeting.  I will bring my camera to the next meeting 
as well in case you need me to take a picture of your quilt for you. 
   
Remember - the quilt does not have to be completed by February 13th...send a pic-
ture in of the top if itôs not quilted yet!  We just need to get your registration information 
so we can start planning our judging categories and working on printing the catalog.    
 
Please remember to complete the ENTIRE FORM including entry classifications and 
insurance values.  Any missing information holds up the registration process!   
Questions?  Please call Amy Schuster at (248) 601-0127 

March 4th Program ð Membersõ Garage Sale 
 

We will have a Garage Sale for the March 4
th
 Program.  Start collecting items that you 

would like to sell or swap during this fun program.  Patterns, books, kits, blocks, 
charm squares, notions, finished or unfinished items ï all with a quilting theme please. 
 
All of the details will be published in the March newsletter and also on the website af-
ter the next OCQG Board Meeting.   Please send comments or questions to Ruth at 
www.ruthmccormick@wowway.com. 

    Anitaõs BackñAnitaõs Back !!!!! 

http://www.anitashackelford.com/
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Happy Birthday to our Guild Members with February Birthdays!  

Quilt Away 2010  
For OCQG Members and Friends 

by Kerren Heilman 
 
Due to a miscommunication between Bay Shore Camp and the decorators for our re-
treat, the Youth Center will not be available for sewing until 10pm on Thursday, March 
11

th
.  So I have good news and bad news. 

 
The bad news:  Dinner will not be served on Thursday, March 11

th
 and we cannot set 

up for sewing until 10pm that night. 
 
The good news:  If you come up on Thursday, March 11

th
, you will still be able to 

check in at 3pm AND there will be no charge for the room for this night AND it will only 
cost you $8 for a continental breakfast on Friday, March 12

th
.  I will provide a list of 

restaurants near Bay Shore Camp where you can have dinner on Thursday night. 
 
MEALS: 
If you check in on Thursday:  You will have continental breakfast, lunch and dinner on 
Friday, breakfast, lunch and dinner on Saturday, and brunch on Sunday. 
 
If you check in on Friday:  You will have lunch and dinner on Friday, breakfast, lunch 
and dinner on Saturday, and brunch on Sunday. 
 
Please see Revised Quilt Away 2010 Registration Form dated 01/18/2010 on page 
11 of this newsletter or on the website. 
 
For those who have sent their registration forms and checks, I will be contacting you 
to get corrected checks.  Please also include a self-addressed, stamped envelope for 
coupons, directions and mystery quilt information to be mailed to you prior to the 
event. 
 
Deadline for registration is February 28, 2010 and checks will be cashed after Quilt 
Away.  Questions?  Call me at 586-693-2621. 

 
  Feb. 10  Nancy Swinerton 
  Feb. 19  Ruth McCormick 
  Feb. 21  Gail Bufalini 
  Feb. 21  Loretta Kramer 
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CHARITY NEWS  
Marlee Smearing, Sharleen Jesperson, Lesa Reynolds and Maggie Schwartz 

 
Thank you to Debi Oman and Judy Stone for doing bindings for us.  Thanks to Ruth 
McCormick for her continued donation of quilting.  We have the most awesome quilted 
charity quilts of any guild.  And a big thank you to Evelyn Phillips and Mary Asmus for 
taking quilts to quilt. 
 
This meeting we had a completed twin turned in, 2 lap quilts that were quilted, 2 lap 
quilt tops, and 5 tiny miracle tops.  One large quilt and two large lap quilts were given 
to Neighborhood House along with six baby blankets that had been donated to us.  
Please continue to check the charity table to see how you can help us, either quilting, 
binding or putting tops together. 
 
Mark your calendar for March 13 for a Charity Sewing Day, It is also ñMake a Differ-
ence Dayò.  Join us at  Abiding Presence Church from 10 to 3 and we will work on 
completing some projects and kits..  We will provide soup and ask members to bring a 
salad or dessert.  Bring you machines and sewing supplies and join us for a day of fun 
working on charity projects. 

Donations for Veterans  
Sharleen Jespersen, Charity Committee 

 
Thank you for your continued and heartfelt support of our collection of hygiene items 
for Veterans.  Each month it is wonderful to watch the box fill up with your donations.  
It is our goal to fill kits with the following full sized products: 
     Shampoo  Lotion   Razors 
     Deodorant Shave Cream Toothbrush 
     Toothpaste Socks   Small crossword or Sudoku books, etc. 
 
Since we just filled a bunch of hygiene kits, we are low on everything.  Each kit is 
packaged in a drawstring bag and given to Marine Bob Williams.  He distributes these 
kits as well as our lap quilts to VA Centers and Veterans in nursing homes.   Thank 
you for your generosity. 

Please make this email change for Ellie Fitzpatrick: 
 
New address:  elliefitz36@yahoo.com 
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FAT QUARTER DRAWING  
by Debi Oman 

 

Spring Batiks will be the theme for the Fat Quarter Drawing in February.  Think Spring 
and all of the possibilities for batiks...flowers, butterflies, baskets, etc.  Join us by 
bringing in your  fat quarter pastel colored batiks. The more fat quarters you 
bring the greater your chances of winning.  Remember for every fat quarter you con-
tribute you may enter your name....five fat quarters means five chances! Think Spring 
and join us in the drawing! 

Remembering our Members  

 
Would you like a card sent to a Guild Member from the Guild for ILLNESS, GRIEF, 
MARRIAGE, NEW BIRTH, RECOVERY, RETIREMENT, LONELINESS, ETC.?  If so, 
please contact me from the information below.  Also, include whether you want your 
name mentioned in the card, and whether the card recipient would want the whole 
Guild to be informed.  Or, if you prefer, there will be a basket at each Guild meeting 
with a form to fill for a card to be sent.  Please complete the form and leave it in the 
basket. The basket will be on the Board's head table whenever possible.  A card will 
be sent shortly thereafter whichever method of contacting me you choose. 
 
Connie Wincek, Corresponding Secretary, 248.652.2217, ckwincek@netscape.net 

Scraps from Judy Stone  
 
Mark your calendars for a field trip to the Flint Institute of Arts.  From now until April 18, 2010, they will 
be hosting an exhibit titled ñGees Bend Quilts and Beyondò.  For more information, call 810-234-1695 
or check out  www.flintarts.org. 
 
The Octagon House in Washington, MI will be showcasing a small quilt collection at their Winter Open 
Houses on Sunday, February 28th and Sunday, March 28th, noon until 4pm, $5 charge.  Quilts can 
also be seen at their Victorian Valentine ChocolaTea on Feb. 13th or at the Underground Railroad Ex-
perience on Feb. 27th.  Reservations necessary for these 2 eventsðwww.octagonhouse.org or phone 
Susi at 586-739-6184. 
 
Surfing the Blogs...Have you been reading any quilting blogs available on the web?  I have and what 
fun!  Lots of eye candy and big-time quilt inspiration as well as seeing some of the new fabrics and 
books on the market.  Here are some of my favoritesé 
 
www.patchworktimes.com 
lazygalquilting.blogspot.com 
quiltville.blogspot.com (Bonnie will be our guest speaker in November)
kimsbigquiltingadventure.blogspot.com 
snippetsofaquilter.blogspot.com 
scrapsandthreadtales.blogspot.com  That should get you started!  Enjoy!!! 
www.lynetteandersondesigns.typepad.com 
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LIBRARY NEWS  
by Linda McCabe 

 
Thanks to all of you who have brought your books and magazines to the meetings 
and have donated them to the Library Committee.  Although we can still use a lot 
more donations, we truly appreciate all that we have already received.  Remember the 
books and magazines you no longer want, need, or are interested in, may be on the 
wish list of our own fellow guild members or any of the gals who will browse the Li-
brary Table at the Quilt Show.  Recycling the books and magazines to new owners 
helps us all.  So many thanks for what we have received and we're anxious for more. 

2009-2010 Quilt Challenge 

òEverything but the Kitchen Sinkó 

 
Make a table runner or table topper using the ñEverything but the Kitchen Sinkò theme. 
 
Rules:  Must be made by one person who is a current OCQG member. 

  Must be a completed quilted item. 
  Must include at least one identifiable Broken Dishes block, any  
 size is acceptable.  
  One length plus one width must be less than 100 inches. 
  Any project over 24ò wide must have a 4ò sleeve on the back. 

 
The Challenge will be shown at the June 2010 meeting.  Have 
fun with the theme and make something that will show your per-
sonal style. 
 
  Use your imagination! 
 

Lesa Reynolds and Rita Morrow 
                                                      

 

Get your registration form from the 
January newsletter or download off 
our website.  Any questions?  Call 
Amy at 248-601-0127. 
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Blockery by Bet Brinkerhoff  
(248-693-4770) 

 

Because of the wintery weather at the January guild meeting, we are repeating 
the Pale Star block for February.  Now you all have time to make more of these 
pretty blocks.  This will make such a nice quilt!  Join in the fun. 
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HOSPITALITY ~ FEBRUARY SIGNUP  

 

Desserts:  Debi Oman, Maggie Schwartz, Sharleen Jespersen, Nancy Isken, and 
Anne Marnat.   
Juice (1 bottle):  Mary Lou Grimes and Rita Weitendorf 
Regular Pop (1 bottle):  Alice Hays and Judy Stone 
Diet Pop (1 bottle):  Lynn Czar and Marybeth Megel 

Mark your Calendars...  
 

 February 4 Anita ShackelfordðòThrough the Judgeôs Eyesò Lecture 
 February 13 Last day to register your quilts for the Quilt Show 
 March 4 ñSpring Cleaningò - Membersô Garage Sale 
 March 11-14     Quilt Away,  Bay Shore Camp, Sebewing, Michigan (see p. 4) 
 March 13 Charity Sewing Day at Abiding Presence Church (see p. 5) 
 April 1-3 Beth Wheeler & Lois Marquette Lecture and Workshops  
 April 9 & 10 Quilt  Celebration 2010 

         
 

  

 
 

         

 

  

 

 

Hereôs a fun and easy block 
to use for a Valentine to send 
to your special someone or to 
use for a table topper or run-
ner.  This paper-pieced block 
is designed as a 4ò block but 
it can be enlarged or scaled 
down to your desired size.  
Be sure to include the 1/4ò 
seam allowance all around. 
 
(from the EQ6 library) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HAPPY VALENTINEôS DAY! 
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Advertisements 

                                                  
QUILT IN COMFORT STUDIO 
308 East Street, Rochester 

(248) 840-9200 
 
Look whatôs happening in the 

Studio! 
 

 
STUDIO ACCUQUILT ï Great way to eat your stash 
New techniques for Quick Rag Quilts 
 
Workshops: 

WINTER PLACEMATS AND RUNNERSðKits available 

Look whatôs hot in the kitchen! These are NOT YOUR 

MAMAôS APRONS ï Join Marie for an afternoon of mak-
ing your choice of several styles 

Paper Pieced Cardinalsð9 paper pieced blocks, 

sashing and two borders to create a delightful wall 
hanging for your homeðstarts Feb 23rd with Ruth 

New BLOCK OF THE MONTH ï The Great Outdoors 

beginning January 12
th
 with Ruth 

 
 

Thanks for advertising with us! 


